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FOR RELEASE: 7 January 1971
FROM: Kika de 1a Garza
91-262
WASHINGTON, D.C.--Having written thia weekly report for si~ years, I must
confeaa to a great sympathy for my friends in the journalistic world who must write
a column three times a week or even every day. Material is not always easy to come
by. My thoughts on what is going on in the world and in Texas and in the 15th
Congressional District sometimes do not seem worth being passed on. From time to time
I have the fear, as the professionals must have, that nobody is listening.
Yet I persevere--and I Will, as long as the news media of South Texas are
so kind aa to make use of my report. I will do the best I can, because I believe
firmly that the people have a right to be informed as to what their Representative in
Congress is thinking and doing. And occasionally I do receive an encouraging word
that helps to keep me going!
* * * * *
SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL AID--The Office of Education has prOVided me with
information about the allotment of funds available this year for grants for special
programs for educationally disadvantaged children in Texas and in t~e 15th Congressional
District. 9D~rState was allotted a total of slightly more thsn $65.2 million for the
year and the counties of our nistrict the sum of $7,968,850. This money goes to
local educational agencies for aid to children from low income families and to State
agencies to assist handicapped, delinquent, neglected, and migrant children, and for
the costs of State administration.
Amounts allocated under this program to counties in South Texas are as
follows: Brooks, $148,900; Cameron, $2,507,982; Hidalgo, $3,547,791; Jim Hogg,
$503,034; Kenedy, $17,163; K1eberg, $277,702; Starr, $478,241; Wi11acy, $390,075;
Zapata, $97,962.
* * * * *
~ ON EDUCATION--More than 62 million American citizens 25 years of age
and over have not completed their formal high scho?l education. But they may know more
than most people realize. Official school records show that these citizens have com-
pleted less than 12 years 0= schooling, but many have acquired through experience an
educational maturity at or above the level of high school education. However, those
seeking better jobs, promotion, or admission to higher educational institUtions usually
find that a high school diploma or high school equivalency test in required.
The General Educational Developing testing program, participated in by a
number of South Texas school districts, provides a valid measure of the achievements
of those non-high school graduates and gives them an opportunity to earn a high school
equivalency certificate. Those equivalency certificates are Widely accepted in lieu
of high school diplomas. The teats consist of five comprehenaive examinatione in
English, social studies, natural science, literature, and mathematics. The teats have
been constructed somewhat differently from the usual"" school achievement tests. They
are designed to measure as directly as possible some of the major objectives of the
secondsry school program of general education.
Official General Educational Development Centers in our"area include the
following: Brownsville Consolidated Independent School Distttct, Texas Southmost
College in Brownsville, La Joya High School, McAllen High School, Pharr-San Juan-Alamo
Independent School District, Ringgold Junior High School in Rio Grande City, and
San Benito Public Schools.
Of furthur interest in thiS connection is the high. school equivalency program
administered by the Office of Economic Opportunity for migrant and seasonal farm worker
youths who have dropped out of school. Currently in operation on 15 college and uni-
versity campuses (including the University of Texas at El Paso and the University of
Houston) the program prepares students to obtain high school equivalency diplomas by
passing the General Educational Development program. The goal is to place young peo-
ple into vocational training, into good-paying jobs with promising futures, or into
college.
There is more than one way to obtain the education that is so important in
today's world.
* * * * *
